
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Tuesday 16 September 
Pre-Kinder session 1:30pm - 2:30pm 
 

Thursday 18 September 
Sun Smart sessions with Nurse Emma 
 

Friday 19 September 
Grandparents & Special Friends           
Afternoon 
 

Tuesday 23 - Thursday 25 September 
• Fire Education Program K - 6 

• Pre-Kinder session 1:30pm - 2:30pm 
 

Wednesday 24 September 
Whole school assembly 1:40pm - Gr 5/6 
hosting 

 

Friday 26 September 
• Kinder and Prep Food with Friends 

• Footy Colours Day 

• Last day of Term 3 

 

Monday 13 October 
Term 4 commences 
 

Tuesday 14 October 
Pre-Kinder session 1:30pm - 2:30pm 

 

Thursday 16 October 
Ready, Set, Grow session with Nurse 
Emma - Gr 5/6 
 

Friday 17 October 
Think You Know Cyber Safety sessions 
K - 6 
 

Tuesday 21 October 
• School Swimming Carnival Gr 3 - 6 

• Pre-Kinder session 1:30pm - 2:30pm 

 

Wednesday 22 October 
School photo day 
 

Thursday 23 October 
Hobart Show Day public holiday 
 

Friday 24 October 
Student Free Day (professional learning 
day for staff) 
 

Monday 27 October 
School Association meeting 1:00pm 
 

 
TERM DATES—2025 

Term 3 
Monday 21 July - Friday 26 September 

 

Term 4 
Monday 13 October - Thursday 18 December 
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Dear families, 
 

Planning for Seven Classes in 2026 

As Dunalley Primary School prepares to 
increase from six to seven classes in 2026, the 
goal is to preserve the benefits of small class 
sizes.  By maintaining classes between 15 and 
21 students and accommodating a forecast total 
of approximately 140 students, the school will 
foster more effective classroom management, 
higher engagement and richer student - teacher 
relationships. Ample research highlights that 
smaller class sizes - particularly in the primary 
years - enable teachers to provide tailored 
instruction, give more feedback and identify 
learning needs earlier, leading to higher 
academic standards and improved wellbeing for 
students. 
 
Smaller classes also help to reduce the 
achievement gap for disadvantaged students 
and allow for more active and equitable 
participation by all learners, supporting both 
academic and social-emotional growth. This 
approach strengthens connections among 
peers and educators, helps students feel secure 
and included, and ensures no child is left 
behind in the learning process. 
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 Courage—Accepting challenges and embracing opportunities 

 Growth—Aspiring to learn, and improving even when it is tough 

 Respect—Caring for ourselves, each other and our environment 

 Responsibility—Stepping up and doing what is right 

 Connection—Building positive relationships and a sense of belonging  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

transport.  Such efforts are crucial in           
sustaining school attendance, family engage-
ment, and community life in the area for the 
long term. 
 
Gratitude and Acknowledgements to the 
School Association  
 

A big thanks to the School Association for   
everything done so far - whether it’s backing 
new projects or just being a constant support 
for students and staff.  Having a group that’s 
so willing to pitch in and look out for everyone 
really makes a difference. Working together 
like this keeps Dunalley Primary School a   
welcoming, supportive place where every   
student has the chance to do well.  We’d also 
like to give a special thank you for all the     
organising that went into Friday night’s Quiz 
Night. It was a fantastic success, one of our 
biggest fundraisers of the year, and such a 
great example of our community coming      
together to support the school. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
SEAN RYAN 
Principal 
 

FRIDAY 

26 SEPTEMBER 

(last day of Term 3) 

1:1 Laptop Initiative for Upper Primary 

Dunalley Primary is already actively working 
towards a 1:1 laptop ratio for upper primary 
students, aiming to provide each pupil in Years 
4 - 6 with dedicated access to digital          
technology. The goal is to equip every student 
with the tools necessary for developing digital 
citizenship and preparing for the demands of 
the future, while furthering equality by ensuring 
that all children - regardless of background - 
can participate fully in contemporary learning 
experiences. 
 
Research highlights that 1:1 laptops increase 
student engagement, enable more personal-
ised and differentiated instruction, and foster 
improved digital literacy, leading to stronger 
learning outcomes and smoother transitions 
into secondary education.  
 

Launch of the Grade 6 Leadership Camp 
 

A major highlight for 2025 will be the inaugural 
Grade 6 Leadership Camp, piloted in Term 4, 
with a plan for it to become an annual event 
held each Term 1. This camp is designed to 
nurture skills like teamwork, resilience,      
communication and practical leadership 
through engaging activities and shared      
challenges. 
 
Leadership camps have been shown to spark 
personal growth, self-confidence and a sense 
of community amongst young people. Such 
experiences encourage students to set goals, 
work as a team, and manage adversity - all 
invaluable for both school and life beyond.  
 
Grateful thanks to Georgee Daly (our Grade 
5/6 teacher and AST) for her dedication in   
organising this camp, and to the School       
Association for funding quality camping   
equipment. Their support ensures the camp is 
equitable, accessible and safe for every      
student.  By removing financial barriers, all 
students can share in the learning and         
camaraderie that camping provides, regard-
less of personal circumstances. 
 
Primrose Sands Bus Tender 

Another essential development is the           
impending tender process for the Primrose 
Sands bus service, conducted through        
collaboration with State Growth. This project is 
a testament to Dunalley Primary’s dedication 
to supporting both families and the broader 
community by securing reliable and accessible 



We would like to invite the Grandparents and Special Friends                     

of our students to share an afternoon with us in our classrooms              

followed by an afternoon tea.  This is an opportunity                               

for our school to show their appreciation for the role you play                                               

in the lives of our students and school community. 

 

         When:   Friday 19 September 

         Time:   1:30 - 2:30pm in classrooms 

                     2:30 - 3:00pm afternoon tea provided  
                                                     for guests at our Library                             
                               

 

   From Staff and Students                                                                              

at Dunalley Primary School 

Please RSVP to the school office by Wednesday 17 September    Phone: 6253 5151  

 

Dunalley Primary School is kicking goals for kids with cancer this      

September by hosting a Footy Colours Day event!  We’ll be celebrating 

all things footy on Friday 26 September so make sure you wear your  

favourite footy colours and join us in raising funds to support kids with 

cancer.  We’re encouraging everyone to dig deep and donate. Every  

dollar donated funds Fight Cancer Foundation’s accommodation and  

research programmes, which help kids fight cancer and stay with their 

families. 

tel:0362535151


 

 

 

 

 

 

As parents or carers, you can make a big          

difference in helping your children want to   

attend school every day.  

Getting your children into an everyday     

routine on school mornings can be            

extremely helpful.  Getting them up at the 

same time, breakfast at the same time,   

leaving for school (or the school bus) at the 

same time each day, will help them get to 

school on time. 

 

 

 

 

A REMINDER THAT ALL STUDENTS 

ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR THEIR 

SCHOOL HAT FOR ALL OUTDOOR 

ACTIVITIES WHEN THE UV IS 3+ 
 

We don’t have a supply of school hats for       

borrowing, so it is essential that students 

bring their own hat to school. 

Hats are available from the uniform s 

 

 

 

 

If your child is currently in Kinder - Year 5 and will not be returning to Dunalley Primary 

School in 2026, please complete and return the form below.  Alternatively, you may send 

an email advice: dunalley.primary@decyp.tas.gov.au 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please return by Friday 31 October 2025  

 

My child/ren will not be attending Dunalley Primary School in 2026 

 

CHILDREN/S NAME(S):  _____________________________   CURRENT YEAR:   ________ 

     _____________________________             ________ 

     _____________________________             ________ 

 

 

Name: ____________________________________  Date: ________________________ 

 

Signed: ___________________________________ 

 



 

Please contact the school if you are planning 

an extended absence for your child/ren (5 or 

more school days), to ensure accurate     

attendance recording. 

In these instances, a Notification of an      

Intended Extended Absence form is to be 

completed, signed and returned to the 

school office for processing, stating the    

reason for the extended absence. 

 

 

 

 
 

It is vital that you update us on any 

change to your child’s asthma condition. 

The people at greatest risk of death from    

asthma are those whose asthma is not         

considered severe or whose asthma is not 

properly managed. 

It’s also imperative that asthma sufferers 
take their reliever with a spacer at all times 
to ensure they are receiving the maximum 
amount of medication into their lungs. 

It is DECYP policy that children not be sent 
to school if they feel unwell with cold or flu-
like symptoms including: 
 

• fever 
• runny nose 
• cough, sore/itchy throat or 
• shortness of breath. 
 

If your child attends school and presents 
with any of the above symptoms, you will be        
contacted to collect them as soon as        
possible. 
 

Children should only return to school when 
they are symptom free. 
 

Your support will assist us to minimise the 
risk of viral illnesses spreading throughout 
the school. 

 

Some of our parents and friends may have 
noticed that the staff are dressing a little bit 
differently on Fridays lately. We are having 
Funky Friday Fashion for a few reasons - to 
show the students that adults can still do 
their job while being silly and having fun, and 
that you can look and dress differently to 
others.  Also to show that adults can laugh 
at themselves, that the “grown up world” is 
not a stuffy place where you must be serious 
all the time.  But the most important reason 
is to have fun and build team spirit within our 
school community. 

Some of the themes so far have been miss 
matched, Disney, spots and stripes, fluro/
neon, a bit fancy for school, and fitness. 
 
Mrs Chandler is off to Disneyland in          
Anaheim to run in the Halloween Chills and 
Thrills Challenge; a fun run event of 10km 
one morning and 21.1km the next! Some 
may call it crazy; she calls it inspirational!!  
In honour of this we are revisiting two of the 
previous themes joined together, Disney and 
Fitness. 

We hope that we have given everyone 

(including ourselves) a laugh. 

 

 

If you live in the Dunalley Primary catchment 

area or have children already attending our 

school and have a child who will be four years 

old by 1 January 2026, they are eligible for 

Kindergarten enrolment at our school. 

When enrolling in a government school for the 

first time, parents must complete the           

enrolment form and provide evidence of the 

student’s identity, parent/carer identity, place 

of residence and immunisation details. 

Please phone the school on 6253 5151 for 

more information. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Asthma&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=odRejKm9PI9raM&tbnid=LiTWj7jES0wKIM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.oceankeysfp.com.au/&ei=XXCQUYPEB8avkgXN8oHAAQ&bvm=bv.46340616,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNESuG5N8kECt7XkKYNlGMWiKZhNaQ&ust=1


Support Staff Backbone of Dunalley Primary School 

 

Teachers and Senior Staff would like to take this opportunity to 

express our appreciation to the many faces, and more, that 

support the running of Dunalley Primary School. Without these 

amazing people, the school would not be the same.  

These wonderful people support teachers to implement safe 

and creative learning environments for students;   provide clean 

and maintained spaces for all to learn and work; deliver         

additional support programs; and ensure that Dunalley Primary 

School is an awesome school to work and learn in! 

 

Thank you to: 

Tom Anderson (TA) 

Emma Atkinson (Health Nurse) 

Melinda Blacklow (SBM) 

Kevin Coleman (EFA) 

Felicity Daniel (TA) 

Joanne Hibberd (TA) 

Peta Kelly (SBM) 

Kai McGilvray (TA) 

Jenn Molina (Psychologist) 

Rachael Naumann (TA) 

Christine O’Malley (Chaplain) 

Selene Parnham (TA) 

Tanya Pettman (TA/Library Tech) 

Carey Phillips (TA) 

Barbara Stansbie (SBM) 

Mel Webb (TA) 

Rob Weidinger (IT) 

Leisa Wheeler (Social Worker) 

Jodie Wicks (ESS/TA) 

Samantha Wiggins (TA/EFA) 

Robyn Wilson (Speech Pathologist) 

 

Our appreciation also extends to our fabulous                    

relief teacher assistants: 
 

Lydia Anderson, Jessica Brown, Corrine Fox,                  

Amy Hoover, Ebony Lowry, Amber Taylor 

 



 

 

 

 

At the beginning of each year students and families are asked to read, discuss and accept ICT 

agreements. Here are examples of the information within these documents. 

 

Kinder - Grade 2 Safe Technology Use: 

At Dunalley Primary School we are safe and responsible when using ICT equipment by      

following these rules: 

• I will take care of the school’s computers/iPads. 

• I will not eat or drink near the computers/iPads. 

 

Grade 3 - 6 Acceptable ICT Agreement: 

1. When I use ICT equipment, including iPads, laptops and   
cameras, I will: 
 Take care of the school’s ICT equipment and treat it with     

respect. 
 Report damage immediately. 
 Not eat or drink near the ICT equipment. 
 Shut down and restart equipment correctly. 

 

 

Dunalley Primary aims for students in Grades 4 - 6 at to have a device each to 

support their learning, however this cannot occur if devices are being damaged. 

Unfortunately, we have had some devices damaged at school, the cost for the 

school to repair is quite high and as a result some devices have needed to be  

removed from classrooms.  

 

 

Please support us by having a discussion 

with your child about making smart and safe 

choices! 



 

Our Father’s Day BBQ was once again a raving success with the special men in 

our lives being celebrated. 

Thank you to all who made it to our celebration breakfast. We had a wonderful 

time acknowledging the special men in our school community and the importance 

you play in the lives of our students. The weather was great and the fire pit        

appreciated. 

Thank you for letting us celebrate you!  

We hope you had a wonderful Father’s Day! 
 

From the Dunalley School Community. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may have noticed some changes in the way we’re teaching reading in our school. These 

changes are part of a statewide commitment to ensure every student develops strong reading 

skills that will support them throughout school and beyond. 

Learning to read is a skill that must be taught - it's not something we’re born knowing how to do. 

That’s why our teachers are using high-quality, evidence-based strategies to help every child    

become a confident reader. 

Our students are learning to read through structured and explicit literacy teaching. This means 

they are building foundational literacy skills step by step, with each new skill reinforcing the last. 

This approach helps students grow into capable, independent readers. 

We’re proud to be part of this statewide effort to provide structured literacy lessons that are     

proven to work. Thank you for your ongoing support as we help every student succeed. 

 

Teachers in Prep - Grade 3 in 2025 have implemented UFLI        

Foundations - an explicit and systematic phonics program 

that introduces students to the foundational reading skills    

necessary for proficient reading.  

It follows a carefully developed scope and sequence designed 

to ensure that students systematically acquire each skill    

needed and learn to apply each skill with automaticity and   

confidence. 

 

 

 

 

Teachers in Grade 4-6 in 2025 have implemented Word        

Origins - an evidence-informed program from DSF designed to 

provide the next step in spelling, reading and vocabulary        

instruction for students in middle to upper primary school and 

beyond.  

 

Designed to follow any high-quality structured phonics program, Word Origins targets student 

knowledge of the morphological regularities of English, and the etymology, or language of 

origin, of our vocabulary, and the impact these elements have on spelling, reading, and word 

knowledge. 



 

 

 

 

https://www.tickettoplay.tas.gov.au 

Ticket to Play is a Tasmanian Government 
initiative designed to reduce the cost of sport 
and active recreation membership and/or    
registration for eligible children. 
 
Ticket to Play provides two vouchers worth 
up to $100 each towards club membership 
fees. 
 
 

To be eligible applicants must be: 
 

• aged  between 5 and 18 years of age 
at the time of application;  and 

 

• listed on a valid Services Australia 
Health Care or Pensioner Concession 
Card (either their own or their parent, 
guardian or carer’s) or be in Out of 
Home Care. 

 

 
For more information, or to apply visit the 
Ticket to Play website. 

      

 

       

 

 

 

 
 

AFTER SCHOOL 

NETBALL ROSTER 

 

A reminder to parents/carers of 

Grade 3 - 6 students interested in 

playing after school netball that   

registration closes on Monday 15 

September, and permission slips 

must be returned by this day. 

 

WEDNESDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 

at 1:40pm 

Grade 5/6 hosting 
 

ALL WELCOME! 



 

 

 

 

In Prep we value student led learning and inquiry and encourage children to       

explore their strengths and natural interests to ensure engaged and         

successful learners. This means that we have dedicated Investigation      

sessions where children access different areas of the classroom to develop 

their social skills, knowledge and sense of self.  Students enjoy playing in the 

Prep Shop where they practice interactions, sorting grocery items, special 

awareness as they pack and stack and explore vocabulary and number 

through catalogues.  They also ‘check in’ to the finger gym to develop their 

fine motor strength and coordination – essential for writing and cutting!     

Currently this includes a bear balancing task, some crazy looking bug craft 

and some interlocking cubes.  Students in Prep enjoy completing puzzles    

individually and in small groups – they have identified this as a “calming”   

activity and have no trouble completing 100 pieces in about 20 minutes, but 

some students have challenged themselves to complete a 300 piece puzzle 

too! 

 

 



 

Over the past two weeks at Outside School Hours Care the children have been 

busy in the kitchen preparing special treats for the important male figures in their 

lives.  This has sparked many thoughtful conversations about who the special 

people in our lives are and why they mean so much to us. 

In addition to cooking, we’ve been learning how to safely practice headstands - 

focussing on proper technique to ensure we protect our bodies while having fun. 

With the weather warming up, we’re making the most of the sunshine and 

spending as much time outdoors as possible.  The children have been enjoying 

the play equipment, running around on the hardcourt, and inventing new group 

games to play together. 

Afternoon tea has been a highlight, with a delicious variety of treats including 

cupcakes, homemade lasagne, chicken kebabs with rice, sushi bowls and more. 

At OSHC, we value hands-on learning experiences, and believe it’s important for 

children to develop life skills - like cooking - while also engaging in fun, active 

play. 

 

 

HANNAH BRAUMANDLE 

Lead Educator 







CONTACT DETAILS 

20 Bay Street Dunalley TAS 7177 

Phone  03 6253 5151   

Email  dunalley.primary@decyp.tas.gov.au 

Web  https://dunalleyprimary.education.tas.edu.au/ 

 

 TERM 1: 

 Thursday 6 February - Friday 11 April 

 (Easter: Friday 18 April—Tuesday 22 April) 

 TERM 2: 

 Monday 28 April  - Friday 4 July 

 TERM 3: 

 Monday 21 July  - Friday 26 September 

 TERM 4: 

 Monday 13 October - Thursday 18 December 

Monday 3 February - Wednesday 5 February 

Friday 6 June 

Friday 24 October 

mailto:XXX@XXX.tas.gov.au
https://dunalleyprimary.education.tas.edu.au/

